External modulation of airway narrowing.
Compelling evidence has been provided in the last decade that deep inspirations potently attenuate the response to contractile stimuli of normal but not of asthmatic airways. Though it is generally accepted that the modulating effect of deep inspirations on airway narrowing is based on the interdependence between airways and lung parenchyma, the intimate mechanisms are still the object of active research. In this paper, the practical relevance of the reduced ability to dilate airways with deep inspirations will be discussed.